[Autoimmune hepatitis].
The morphology of autoimmune hepatitis is characterized by portal-periportal predilection of necroinflammatory lesions. In comparison to the viral type of hepatitis severe piece-meal-necroses, the collapse of periportal parenchyma, and to a higher degree acinar transformation of hepatocytes are more prominent. The autoimmune hepatitis may start with acute disease displaying unusual clinical und histopathologic features. The postinfantile giant cell hepatitis seems to constitute a variant of autoimmune hepatitis. Autoimmune hepatitis has been reproduced in animal models and it could be demonstrated in rabbits that humoral immunity plays a role in tissue damage. The importance of cellular mechanisms could be analyzed in syngenic mice showing that the CD4-positive lymphocytes play a pivotal role. The most promising candidate antigen seems to be the asialoglycoprotein-receptors including the liver specific protein (LSP). By immunohistologic analysis dense deposits of IgG could be demonstrated in sinusoids and on the membranes of hepatocytes. In accordance with in vitro data the determination of CD4 positive lymphocytes in the tissue was found to play a decisive role in cellular immune reaction. The HSP65 molecule seems to evoke mechanisms that have been shown to play a pathogenetic role in experimental arthritis.